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At the moment of the brisk cannonade which had just killed poor d'Albuquerque, Lannes, observing that the Austrians were making a retrograde movement, thought it a good opening for a cavalry charge. He called me to carry the order to Marshal Bessi&res, who, as I have said, had just been placed under his command by the Emperor. I was on duty; so the next aide-de-camp in course for service came up. It was de Viry. Marshal Lannes gave him the following order: c Go and tell Marshal Bessi&res that I order him to chcvrge home? This expression, conveying that the charge must be pushed till the sabres are in the enemy's bodies, obviously is very like a reprimand ; as implying that hitherto the cavalry has not acted with sufficient vigour. The expression c I order,' employed by one marshal to another, was also very rough. Lannes used the two phrases intentionally.
Off went de Viry, fulfilled his instructions, and returned to the marshal, who asked, 'What did you say to Marshal Bessi&res?' CI informed him that your Excellency begged him to order a general charge of the cavalry.3 Lannes shrugged his shoulders, and cried, £ You are a baby; send another officer!' This time it was Lab£doy§re. The marshal knew he was of firmer character than de Viry, and gave him the same message, emphasising the expressions c I order' and -c charge home.' Lab6doy&re did not see Lannes' intention, and did not like to repeat the words verbatim to Bessi&res; so he too employed a circumlocution. Accordingly when he came back and reported the words he had used, Lannes turned his back on him. At that moment I galloped up to the staff. It was not my turn for duty, but the marshal called me and said, c Marbot, Marshal Augereau assured me that you were a man I could count on. So far I have found his words justified by your conduct. I should like a further proof. Go and tell Marshal Bessikres that I order him to charge home. You understand, sir, home.' As he spoke he poked me in the ribs with his finger. I perfectly understood that' Lannes wished to mortify Bessi&res, first by taking a harsh way of reminding him that the Emperor hado the ears of the First Consul. * Lannes was dismissed from the command of the guard, and allowed a month to make up the deficit, which, without the generous aid of Augereau,2 he would have found it hard to do. Napoleon afterwards received him back into favour; but e_                         meantime Murat had married Caroline Bonaparte. As may
